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Sonic and related characters (C) Sega/Archie/DiC

Chapter 1: The Direst Plan Yet

	Shortly after the Dark World Gate was destroyed, Spectrorat listened to his father Negahog.  "My friend Apollyon is eager to wreak havoc on the Earth again!" the evil Shadow Leader said.  "Create eight black crystal orbs and place them in the areas I shall tell you.  When this is done, the Gates of the Inferno will open, and Apollyon and his demon hordes will rise!"  Spectrorat again cackled with glee, and he said, "I'd like to see Station Square recover from that!"  When the next day came, he set to work forging the crystals.

	While Spectrorat was forging the crystals, SJ and Crystal were in the Station Square hotel pool, swimming and playing.  SJ said, "I can't think of a better way of spending a tropical winter vacation than with you, Crystal Asayake!"  Crystal giggled and said, "Thank you."  Soon, Antoine, Bunnie, and Joseph came in.  Joseph was holding a balloon he got from Twinkle Park.  "Bonjour, amis!" said Antoine, "And 'ow ees everyone 'ere today?"  Crystal giggled and said, "We're doing fine, M. D'Coolette.  And how are you?"  Bunnie smiled and said, "We're doing fine, Crystal-girl.  Joseph here was doing great in the Twinkle Park games!  He even got top speed in this year's Twinkle Circuit!"  SJ said, "That's great!  My dad would be proud."

	Firestorm and Lily took a stroll on Emerald Coast in their swimwear.  "Ah, a pleasant day to be alive," said Firestorm.  "The sun warming you, the wind blowing on you, it makes it a great day!"  Lily giggled and said, "Yes, Firestorm.  It makes it a great day to be alive."  But they did not know that Spectrorat's latest scheme was being made.  Over the next two and a half weeks, Spectrorat forged the eight black crystals.  The Negapack soon placed them in eight key areas, and as Negahog predicted, the Gates of the Inferno opened... and Apollyon rose.  "Who has awakened me?"  Spectrorat said, "I have!  I, Spectrorat, son of the Shadow Leader Rexnoctos, have freed thee!"  "Rexnoctos," said Apollyon.  "It has been so long since I heard from him.  Well, the time has come to reign destruction on the land!"  Apollyon then summoned his demon horde to invade the whole planet!


Chapter 2: The Battle Begins

	SJ, Lily, Crystal, and Firestorm were preparing for their classes for their Senior Year... when trouble came!  An army of flying, thin demons with scythes flew down in attack.  SJ saved Crystal, who found a discarded knife and stabbed the monster.  Firestorm pounced a demon to take it out.  And Lily tended to the wounded afterwards.  But they all watched as dark clouds loomed in.  Sally, Rouge, Geoff and Hershey (and their children) came through the portal from Mobius to Earth in time to see the darkness loom in.  A beam of beautiful light shone down to reveal Jenny.  "My fears have been confirmed," she said.  "One of my fellow Guardians had seen the Gates of the Inferno open.  The demon king Apollyon has emerged!"

	All gathered to prepare for the big battle ahead.  Jenny explained: "Spectrorat had created eight black crystal orbs to open the Inferno and free Apollyon.  It required eight to break the seal.  And as long as even one remains intact, the seal cannot be repaired.  Destroy the crystal orbs and defeat Apollyon, and the Archangel Gabriel and I will repair the seal to trap Apollyon again."  SJ said, "I'll have to be Super to stop Apollyon."  Knuckles replied, "There's a minor problem.  When the dark clouds came in, some demons stole the Chaos Emeralds!"  Crystal said, "I can help SJ find the Chaos Emeralds!"  Jenny said, "Then it is settled.  Sonic Jr. and Crystal shall seek the Chaos Emeralds.  The rest of you must go and destroy the black crystals.  The sooner Apollyon is sealed back in Tartarus, the better!"

	Jenny then gave SJ a map to where the Chaos Emeralds were, and gave the rest the knowledge of where the Black Crystals were.  Harmony and Melody were still back in their pocket dimension, but nevertheless sensed the evil unleashed, and prayed for the heroes' success.


Chapter 3: Trials of Fire and Ice

	SJ and Crystal soon set out to find the Chaos Emeralds.  But meanwhile, Joseph went to find the first of the Black Crystals.  Since he was now a young teen, the son of Antoine and Bunnie was able to go out on his own for the first time.  Joseph had entered into a palace that looked like a palace of ice, but also had rivers of magma as well.  "This has quite a lot of contrasts in it, eh?" Joseph chuckled as he got out his short sword.  Joseph fought through the Fire Guards and Ice Guards as he made his way through the frost and fire of the place.  Jenny's voice said, "Joseph!  The black crystal is in the southeast tower!  Find it and smash it!"  "Got it, Jenny!" said Joseph as he went into the inside.

	While Joseph was going in the Fire and Ice Palace, SJ and Crystal soon found the location of the first Chaos Emerald--the Blue one.  It was in an old forgotten atoll, but as the pair approached it, bones of dead warriors rose from their graves to attack.  It would seem that Apollyon was not to be taken unawares so easily!  Crystal winked at SJ and said, "I'll distract them!  You get the Emerald!"  SJ said, "Go for it, my love!"  Crystal did some ballet-style spins, smacking the bony bad guys down with her tail.  Eventually, SJ got hold of the Blue Emerald and got out.  SJ and Crystal soon set out to find the next Emerald.

	Joseph soon found his way through the maze like palace of fire and ice, and got to the southeast tower.  The black crystal ball was on a pedestal, shooting a beam of evil dark purple energy upwards.  Joseph said, "Now all I have to do is smash this ball, and it'll be one step toward sealing the demon king!"  But twin demons--one fire, the other ice--emerged to block the young boy.  Joseph knew he had to fight them off to get to the black orb.  The fire demon swung a fire axe, and the ice demon wielded an ice spear.  Joseph merely got the two separated and took out the ice demon first, since it would be safer.  Once that was complete, Joseph merely took the ice spear and thrusted it into the fire demon.  Both soon vanished.  "Time to take out the trash!" yelled Joseph as he smacked the black ball.  The ball soon shattered, and the debris vanished.  One of the crystal balls had been destroyed.


Chapter 4: The Time and Times

	SJ and Crystal soon found the location of the Red Chaos Emerald, within an old temple in Egypt.  But to get to it, they had to enter through the sphinx.  Crystal read the runes.  Translated, the riddle asked, "I am all, I am none.  Who am I?"  Crystal said, "It must be a mirror, for a mirror reflects whatever is seen in it."  She got out a mirror and relfected some light into the sphinx's crown.  The temple soon opened.  SJ and Crystal soon stepped into the ancient temple.  The spirit of the Egyptian priest said, "None shall enter the sacred chamber without some sort of offering."  SJ said, "Er, I really don't subscribe to your religion, and besides, I don't want to lose my beloved."  The priest spirit laughed and said, "Who said the person had to die?"  Crystal understood, and said, "Perhaps by merely wounding myself, it will suffice."  Crystal took a dagger (she was right handed), and wounded her left hand.  With her wounded left hand, she touched the altar near the sacred chamber.  Somehow, the chemicals in her blood reacted with the altar.  The door soon opened.  SJ picked up the Red Chaos Emerald.  Both got back to the surface.  After visiting a doctor to heal Crystal's hand (Lily wasn't with them at the time), both continued.

	Ken and Sakura traveled to where the next orb was, in Crete.  But to reach the area the black crystal was in, they needed to travel through time first.  Thankfully none would see or hear them during the time warping.  Sakura said to her brother, "Let's do it!"  The two warped from the Mycenean period, to the Minoan, to Classical Greece, Roman Empire, Middle Ages, Renaissance, all the way down through history to the future--a dismal future of demons reigning supreme.  Sakura said, "Let's just find the orb and smash it!  I'm getting creeped out!"  Ken said, "Yeah, let's!"  Then they returned to the present, inside the shrine where the orb was.  But to get to it, they had to defeat a demon with a special clock medallion.  The fiend had the ability to slow down time at will; to his enemies, he appeared to be going faster, but in reality, he altered the flow of time for himself.  Sakura said, "I am sensing his ability, and I think I can copy it!"  Sakura then cast a spell, so she can do the same trick he did!  Sakura then kicked the demon's clock medal, preventing him from using his ability.  Ken said, "Let's wipe him out, sis!"  Together, the children of Tails and Amy took out the demon.  Then Ken plucked out a quill and threw it like a dart.  The quill knocked the orb off the pedestal, and it smashed.  Sakura then meditated a bit and, a few minutes later, said, "The next one is in the Black Forest of Germany.  Let us go there."

	The third Chaos Emerald to be found was the Green one.  It was kept within the Okeefenokee Swamp.  But a mutant alligator, created by Apollyon, blocked progress.  Crystal was knocked unconscious when the alligator struck her with his tail.  Enraged, SJ said, "Don't ever heart my sweetheart!"  At that, SJ did a Spin Dash and struck the alligator, knocking him onto his back.  Then SJ did a bouncing Sonic Spin on the creature's belly.  Three hits and the monster vanished, leaving the Chaos Emerald behind.  Crystal came to, and the two went on their way.

	The Black Forest was made into a dead forest because of Apollyon.  Four Towers, representing the Seasons, were erected, forming the corners of a perfect square.  And a floating platform held the altar on which one of the black orbs was.  The platform and towers were probably an after-effect of when Apollyon emerged.  Ken and Sakura said, "Let's split up.  I'll take the Summer and Winter Towers.  You take the Spring and Autumn Towers."  Sakura nodded.  Both went to it.  Sakura took on the Spring Tower first.  By defeating a few flower monsters, she was able to race her way to the top.  She stepped on a tile that built part of the path up to the platform.  She then went back down and waited for Ken to complete the Summer Tower.  The Summer Tower had many fish monsters and fire monsters (representing the sun).  The green hedgehog son of Tails had to play it carefully to make it through.  But he eventually made his way up to the top and pressed the tile, creating the next section of the path.  He went back down and nodded to Sakura, and she went into Autumn Tower.

	The Autumn Tower contained the creatures of Wind.  Sakura had to struggle to avoid being blown away.  She used some magic to stop some wind.  But in some cases the nine-tailed kitsune would ride the wind to get higher up.  Eventually, she found the tile and created the third section of the path.  Only one tower left, and Ken went for it.  The Winter Tower, as one could guess, was cold and filled with ice.  Ice Knights patrolled the halls.  Ken used some good spins of his own to reduce them to ice cubes.  After a few moments of cold, Ken made it to the top and stepped on the tile.  The path was complete, and the two went up the path.  But to reach the orb, Ken and Sakura had to face a demon with the four powers of the Seasons.  Spring Power brought forth thorn plants.  Summer brought beams of fire.  Autumn brought dangerous winds.  And Winter summoned ice storms.  Ken and Sakura had to end this fight quickly to survive.  Sakura got onto her brother's shoulders and cast a powerful spell.  On her brother, Sakura could be at a perfect point to strike the monster's heart.  And Ken ran to dodge the attacks.  After eight hits, the demon vanished.  Sakura shot an orb of light to knock the black orb off.  It fell to the forest floor, where it shattered.


Chapter 5: Darkened Atlantis

	The fourth black orb was found at sea.  But when Rouge went to find it, even she did not expect to see what she saw--Atlantis had risen!  But the ancient city was turned evil by the black orb's power.  Long empty armor became animate, and with spears at hand, the army went toward the bat intruder.  Rouge began kicking like never before.  In some cases, she just flew to safety.  Jenny's voice echoed within Rouge, saying "Rouge!  Within the Atlantis Pantheon is the orb.  But to enter it, you must find three keys."  Rouge replied, "Understood, Jenny.  I'll look for them!"  Rouge then explored the polluted legendary city, seeking the keys to the Pantheon.  The first one was within the lighthouse.  The only tough part was getting from platform to platform--this would be the easiest key to find.

	The other two keys, however, took some doing.  The second key was kept in the Dungeon of the Condemned, where capital offenders were kept to await execution.  Spirits rose and attacked.  Rouge avoided them until she got the key, and then the spirits vanished.  But she did get some damage from the battle.  The third key lay in the king's palace.  Elite Guard Armor rose from their rest, ready to fight.  Six armors came forward.  Rouge fought each of them one by one after getting them separated.  Once the last armor fell in defeat--a tough battle for Rouge, to put it in simple terms--the key appeared.  Rouge picked it up and went toward the pantheon.  In the center of the temple lay the orb.  But to get to it, Rouge had to fight off a fake version of Ares.  And Fake Ares held a strong broadsword.

	"You may think you're tough," said Rouge, "but you're nothing but a poser!"  The Fake Ares roared and charged.  Rouge dodged the charge, and Fake Ares got his sword stuck.  Rouge, giggling, kicked Fake Ares in the rear end!  And it seemed to damage the fiend.  Rouge had to fight the urge to laugh as she continued to fight the fiend.  After the final blow, Fake Ares vanished in an explosion of red light.  Rouge spent about one minute of laughing before she picked up an urn and threw it at the black orb.  The black orb was smashed.  But the land started to sink again.  And hunting for treasure would be pointless if she drowned, so she had to fly out (luckily there was a hole in the ceiling for light).  "Too bad," sighed Rouge.  "Atlantis would've made a great tourist attraction."


Chapter 6: The Great Wall of Demons

	The fifth black orb was on the Great Wall of China.  Firestorm and Lily went after that particular orb.  Demons dressed as Mongols patrolled the trail, attacking anyone going toward the orb.  Firestorm did the fighting, and Lily healed him and any innocent person who was wounded.  But Apollyon sensed their presense and struck sections of the wall, making gaps.  Lily and Firestorm leapt over these gaps, continuing on their way.  "Curses!" roared Apollyon, "Nothing is working!"  Lily and Firestorm soon raced down the many miles of wall, trying to find the location of the orb.

	While Firestorm and Lily were in China, SJ and Crystal were in Kyushu Island in Japan, seeking the fourth Chaos Emerald.  This one was the Cyan Chaos Emerald.  A missionary visiting Japan at the time told SJ and Crystal, "I saw a sky blue stone enter the ruins of a dragon palace in the center of the island."  SJ said, "That's all we needed to know."  SJ gave a thumbs up to the missionary as he and his beloved Crystal left.  The two soon found the ruins.  They traveled through the ruins and soon found the Emerald, but to get it, they'd have to fight a Japanese Ghost Dragon.  SJ tried to strike it, but he kept going through.  Then Crystal gave it a punch, and it roared with pain!  "So only a woman can strike it, huh?" said Crystal as she jumped and gave it a good kicked.  Again the dragon was in pain.  Crystal leaped and did a spin and struck it with her tail.  The dragon vanished into the other world, leaving the Emerald.  SJ and Crystal cheered as they got the Emerald.  "We did it, SJ!" cheered Crystal.  SJ added, "Four down, three to go!"

	Back in China, Firestorm and Lily soon made it to the guardhouse that the orb was in.  But a Mongol General Demon blocked the path.  "Leave now or die!" yelled the demon.  Firestorm said, "Bring on the noise!"  At that, he found an old sword and began to fight.  Firestorm received a few wounds himself, but he did more damage to the demon than the demon did to him.  The Bengal tiger struck a few areas of the armor to make them fall.  Firestorm could finally go on the offensive, and struck repeatedly until the demon exploded.  Lily then raced up and did a jump-kick to the orb, which fell and shattered.  Five orbs were destroyed, only three more remain.  Lily healed Firestorm's wounds, and the two prepared to leave China.


Chapter 7: Pacific Island Hopping

	Two orbs and two Chaos Emeralds were found in the Pacific Ocean.  One of the black orbs was in the Philippines.  Geoffrey St. John traveled alone, leaving Hershey to protect the children, should tragedy strike and claim the skunk hero.  Using his wrist crossbow, the skunk shot through the enemy forces.  The black orb was kept within a broken-down cathedral that was destroyed by terrorists.  A desecrated church was a perfect place for an orb of evil.  "Time to send these blokes back to you-know-where!" yelled Geoff as he shot the demons.  He soon broke through the barrier and went into the cathedral.  But an energy barrier blocked the path to the orb.  To break the barrier, he had to extinguish the two torches that were in the bell towers.  There was one torch in each tower.  And each torch glowed with a greenish-blue flame.  Finding some vials of holy water, Geoff climbed to each tower and, after a fight with a guard, poured the sanctified fluid onto the torch.  When both were out, the barrier went down... but one more trial remained.  A burly looking demon with a hammer came out, ready to squash the skunk flat!  But Geoff had the advantage with his bow.  By keeping his distance, Geoff shot the demon's head.  After a couple of shots, the demon vanished in sulfurous smoke.  Geoff shot one more arrow at the orb, and it shattered.

	While Geoff was fighting the forces in the Philippines, SJ and Crystal were in the island of Java, in Indonesia.  A broken down mosque was where the fifth Chaos Emerald--the White Chaos Emerald--was kept.  A lot of traps made the journey treacherous.  And many paths were sealed, so they had to mind their path.  After a few close calls, they made it to the sanctuary, and the White Chaos Emerald lay on the table.  But an Efreet soon appeared, throwing brown-red fireballs everywhere.  To defeat the evil enemy of the Djinn, SJ and Crystal had to both strike at once!  With one combined attack, SJ and Crystal sent the evil spirit back to its dimension.  SJ then raced up and picked up the White Chaos Emerald.  After a few minutes of celebrating, the two went to a boat to where the next Chaos Emerald was.

	The other black orb in the Pacific was in Micronesia.  Sally herself went there to find that orb.  The path to the orb was in the form of a ghost ship.  Sally overheard the crew mentioning the black orb floating oversea for a while before submerging itself.  But its evil power kept the spirits from resting in peace.  Sally offered to find the orb and destroy it.  The ghost captain said, "Take this pendant.  It will allow you to breathe underwater.  And take this trident as well."  Sally said, "Thank you, captain.  I shall find and destroy the orb!"  Sally then dove into the water and went down into the depths.  A rock peak underwater was where the orb was.  But a giant Sea Viper emerged from the depths.  It could not only bite, but spit clouds of venom vapor as well.  Although Sally longed to see her love Sonic again, she didn't want to leave the mortal coil THAT soon.  She kept her distance and thrusted the trident when the serpent's mouth was open.  This wounded the serpent.  Four more hits with this strategy, and the serpent plunged back into the abyss to perish.  Sally then plunged the trident into the black orb, and it shattered.  A flash of light soon put Sally onto one of the islands.

	Meanwhile, SJ and Crystal soon found the sixth Chaos Emerald, the Yellow one, was in Papua New Guinea.  The Emerald was kept within an abandoned village.  But it was kept invisible at the time.  Crystal said, "The Emerald may be hidden.  Let's try to find some clues."  SJ soon saw some runes.  The runes indicated that four torchstands had to be placed here and lit for the treasure to appear.  The two lovers went to find the torchstands.  Three of them were lying about in the village, but the fourth one had to be dug up from the ground.  It was dug up outside the village.  After place the torchstands, Crystal found some flint and steel and lit all four torches.  The chest containing the Emerald appeared, and SJ and Lily found the sixth Chaos Emerald.  "One more to find, Crystal!" said SJ.  Crystal danced for joy and said, "Let's go find it!"


Chapter 8: The Final Pieces

	Both the final orb and the final Chaos Emerald were in Australia.  Shadow the Hedgehog himself, leaving Maria in the safety of ARK with Good Eggman, went to find the black orb.  Sand creatures in the desert rose up to attack, but Shadow laughed at these would be monsters and spun them down.  Shadow saw the dark purple energy beam and said, "The black orb must be underground."  He then dug down to find an underground chamber; the black orb submerged itself to be hidden.  But Shadow found it.  But to reach it, he had to fight a Grim Reaper clone.  Shadow said, "I'm not ready to die again just yet!"  Using Chaos Control to buy some time.  Then, he had an idea.  Turning Chaos Control off, Shadow said, "Playtime is over!  Disappear!"  With one hit of his Chaos Spear ability, Shadow overcame the reaper wannabe.  Shadow chuckled, "Too easy," and Spin-Dashed into the black orb, shattering.  All eight orbs had been destroyed!

	While Shadow destroyed the orb in the desert, SJ and Crystal located the final Chaos Emerald--the Purple one--in the capital of Australia--Canberra.  The Chaos Emerald was atop the governmental palace in Canberra.  But a demon, sensing SJ's presence, started throwing large orbs of energy at him.  SJ took that as an invitation to a challenge, and raced up the wall, dodging the energy.  "You're going to have to do better than that, ugly!" SJ joked as he continued to race up.  Once on top, the demon, which looked like an ugly evil version of Knuckles, prepared to fight.  SJ soon prepared a Spin Dash and struck him.  After the demon recovered, it made a flaming charge punch toward SJ, which he quickly dodged.  SJ again Spin-Dashed the demon.  After dodging another flaming charge punch, SJ made one more Spin Dash, and the demon echidna vanished.  SJ got the final Chaos Emerald.  Jenny Lightspeed soon appeared and said, "Well done, Sonic Jr.  But now Apollyon plans to create the ultimate Dark Magic Storm!  As all of you see, darker clouds are forming all over the world.  I shall take you above the clouds, where Apollyon is.  Come, Sonic Jr.  Let us defeat Apollyon now!"

	SJ and Jenny soon went up above the dark clouds, and into a full moon lit night, where Apollyon was.  SJ stepped forward and said, "Hold it, Apollyon!  With God helping me, through a friend... I, Sonic the Hedgehog Jr., will send you back to the Abyss!"  Apollyon turned and said, "Very well.  I shall delay my storm just enough to send you to heaven!  Ha, ha, ha..."  Jenny then focused her thoughts, and the Chaos Emeralds surrounded Sonic Jr.  Soon, he became Super Sonic Jr.  The battle began!


Chapter 9: Let There Be Light

	A crystal road appeared on the battlefield for SJ to run on.  And some rails were there to prevent SJ from accidentally falling off.  But Apollyon provided all the dangers for this battle.  Apollyon sent fireballs, lightning bolts, gusts of fierce wind, ice shards, gushes of water, and large stones to provide the attacks.  But Jenny provided the rings to keep the super form active.  All SJ had to do was get fast enough to damage the pentacle in Apollyon's chest.  If the dangers slowed SJ down considerably, Jenny provided a row of speed pads to accelerate him enough to strike.

	SJ soon struck Apollyon for the first time.  Jenny said, "You must strike him a total of seven times, for seven is the number of perfection and completeness."  SJ said, "Got it!"  SJ endured the attacks of Apollyon, and struck the pentacle again.  SJ took a lot of hits, even in his super form.  But SJ endured, and after the seventh hit, Apollyon was weakened to the point where he plunged back into Tartarus.  And all his demon armies went with him.  Jenny then went to the Gates of the Inferno and recited the incantation to seal the door.  After the door was sealed again, the dark clouds vanished, and all was clear again.  The world was saved.  SJ and his family and friends soon went back to Station Square, exhausted from the excursion, but happy it was all over.  But the next day, after a nice rest, SJ and Lily emerged from their home and got a SERIOUS hero's welcome!

	Soon, winter vacation ended, and September came.  The Senior year started, and the twins, as well as Crystal and Firestorm, would graduate in June.  But another familiar voice spoke.  "Hey, son!"  It was Sonic!  "Dad?!  Is that you?!" SJ said in cheer.  Sonic said, "Yeah son!  It's been quite a long time.  Well, I think it's now time for me to come back to life!  I miss being with Sally, so I'm going to arrange a way to come back!"  SJ prepared to listen to his father's instructions!


To be continued in the next fic...